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The otriging of the insurgency now
plaguing parts of northern 5WA go back
to 1857 and 1o Cape Town — some 2200
Tilometres south of the troubled area. That
vear the Owambo FPeoples’ Congress was
founded in Cape Town by one Herman
Toiva ja Teive, 2 former railways police-
mman who had recently been releazed after
serving a priscn sentence in connection
with his later activities, Several of his
advisers and mentors of that period wexs
self-declared members of the South
SAfrican Commurnist Party, which may have
served 1o set the scene for current events,
The new organisation was renamed
Owambo People's Organisation in 1858, in
June 1960 it adopted the name South West
Africa People's Organisation (SWAPO) in
an effort to disguise its tribal charaster.

While this did sucesed in misleading

saveral foreign baskers the name change
proved less efficacious within SWA One

Previous page; Fan of the mechanused faron
prapanng for its attack on the "Wistnam® basa near
Cheragquerain sguthern dngola dunpg Dperation
Reindeer inMay 1578, the first major cross-border
aperation since the 1975 incursiogn.

reazon for this ne denbt lies in the con-
tinuing mistrust felt by many of the other
population groups toward the Owambos
not a little helped along by the attitude of
many Owambos toward members of the
smaller groups, Thus SWAPD has re-
mained eszentially an Owambo organisa-
tign, although individuals from other
groups have jomed over the years and; in
soirie cases, have been placed in senior
posts. The probable propertions are
reflected in the fact that almost 85% of
captured or killad insurgenis are
Owambeos. A young Dama recruit cap-
tured during a cross-border operation by
security forces told his mterviewsars that
he was happy to be clear of SWAPGS
because he was ‘unhappy with the racism
in the training camp,” which is a telling
COTMInentary.

Cne group did cormomit tself fully to
SWARD: The Caprivi African Wational

Union (CANU), which merged with
SWAPO in 1964, Today, many of CANGs
leaders find themselves imprisoned in
host countries after a purge by the
SWAPO leadersinp, This fallowed indica
tions — mmcluding a letter to the Chief
Minister of Caprivi - that CANU intendag
to break away from SWAPO and 1= enter
the constitutional process Other purges
haveremoved mest ot SWAPO's early ang
most prominent members, several af
whom have returned 1o SWA in recent

vears to re-enter legitimate politics.

SWAPQ hased its platform chisfly on
dissatisfaction among the Owambos with
hoth the migrant labour system and the:
system for electing headmen. On this
basis SWAFQ campaigned for indeépen-
dence from South Africa — which contrals
the territory under a League of Nations "0
Mandate  and for the intreduction of &
national-level 'one mar, one vole' system




of governmernt, The fact that the demp-
graphie realities of EWA would then
nevitably result in Owambo hegemony
was - tactfully — not mentioned Alsa
glozsed over to this day is the fact that the
'C)" Mandates made no provision for the

» future independence of the tetritories P o T, BUREAU POLITICN o ¢ ¢ oy
concerned becanse they wevre con- : e rakr Xomy - “I‘].l-l".H'I'IIIHIHHIHIIHJI‘I:
sidered unlikely ever to be viable ag ; '
coumtties.

Diespits Some political success, several
of the new party's leaders left WA in the
eaily 1980s to prosecute their ains from
abroad. Ameng these was JSam Nuoma,
who feared amest for his invelvement in
the instigation of a 1iot at Windhoek, Once
established overseas, SWAPO decided
on ‘armed revelulion' as the means
towards their end and announced this m
1963, forming a milifary wing — the
People’s Liberation Army of Namibia
(PLAN) — for this purposs,

N o i 4

Ahore; Palitical education plays 4 mao: par inthe

i training &f FAPLA oificers as the postars an thewalls
I ofthis clagsraom show.

Bejow! B mass briefing fortroaps befors the start of
an operationin 19E0
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Abpye: A Ralel damaged in a minefisld and by
FAPLA tark attacks is nonetheless recovered,

Recruiting proved dizappointingly
slow, and SWAPD soon had to resort to
the iried and trusted ploy of offering
scholarships tenable in the United States
and England in an effort to atract young
Orwambog, Some 8900 recruits weare ob-
tained by this mathod at the time, and 1t
remains in use today. The recriits were
flown from Botswana or Zambia to Tan-
zania, where they were taken to a camp
north-west of Dar es Salaam for basic
training - the nature of which must have
ocone as a rude shoolk. Those selected for
advanced or specialised training were
then sent on to other countries, including
Algeria, China. Cuba, Egvpt, Naorth Eorea
and the Soviet Union.

The first six armed insurgents entered
Orrambo — one of the northern regions of
WA - during Septernber 1965, In subse-

quent months, they moved around the
region spreading their message and
seeking out likely recmits, Some thirty
young Owarnbos received rudimentary
training at several temporary camps
dunng this pered, after which most were
sent back to their homes to await instme-
tions. Despite the inswrgents’ best efforts
to maintain security, word of their activi-
ties reached the police and zet in train an
intensive intelligence-gathering effort,
Their current camp was finally dis-
covered by a team of police who had
spent several weelks moving through the
general area disguised as a roadworks
party, follewing up information received
from members of the local population. On
26 fugust 1966, after g period of surveil-
lance, a small heliborne police force
raided the camp. Two insurgents were
killed and nine captured in the ensuing
skirmish, Several others were arrested
later after idenufication by local people.

Meanwhile terrorism had been Initiated
by a second group of ten INsurgents, wha
plundered two trading stores near the
Angolan'SWA border in February 1og
Their navigational skills had proveq
somewhat shaky, however, as both 5
were on the Angolan side of the barder
The two shopleepers, a Portuguese ami
an Owamboe, were mirdered, This groun
then broke up, but three of the MEUTgents
were apprehended by members of the
local population near Rundu in Kavanga -
east of Owambo - some time later ang
handed over to the police,

July 1966 saw a third group of ten
insurgents enter Owambo to bagin oper.
ations. Amend the incidents that followag
were the shooting-up of the border village
of Oshikango in September, several
attacks on Owambe headmen and ap
attack on a farm in the Grootfontein
district immediately scuth of Owambia —
in December. That same month the fourth
group of eight PLAN insurgents arrived in
Orwambo, In 1887 there were similar
terrorist incidents, as well as armed pro-
paganda activity, more Intensive recmif-
ing attempts and the expansion of the
insuwrgency into Caprivi, the eastward-
reaching finger of SWA between Bols-
wara and Zambia Thiz opened in March




with the ambush of a police patrel n
westarmn Caprivi that resulted in the arrest
of almost all of the ambush part.

After this imauspicicus start, PLAN
suffered anew setback in May when their
supreme commander Tobias Hanysko,
was klled in an exchange of fire on a
passenger barge along the Caprivi shore
of the Zambezi., Police had boarded the
barge for a routine check and recognised
hirn, Two polisemen were serlously in-
jured in this incident, of whom one was
nlindad and the other died two years later
af the after-effects. The following ten
months brought a series of greater or
lesser disasters for the msurgents, 150
having besn arrested and two killed in
clashes with police counterinsurgency
elements by March 1868 That April in
fact, saw the police withdraw their
counterinsurgency personnel from
Crwvanmibo m view of the peacefil condi-
tions then prevailing.

As it turned out, this withdrawal was
premature, although Chwambo did remain
peaceful for some menths thereafrer.
During October, however, two large
gronps of insurgents entered Owambo
and reocpened PLAN's campaign, neces-
zitaling the renewed deployment of
counterinsurgency elements to the

region. While PLAN could claim this as a
success of gsorts, their change to the
employment of large groups was anything
but that: no fewer than 56 of the insurgents
were arrested within a week of their
arrival in the region. As one result, PLAN
reverted to its sarlier system of operating
in small groups. By the turn of the year,
however, personnel losses had reached
mnacceptable levels and, together with
the continuing hostility of much of their
own tribal baze — the Owambos  had
forced a virtual halt to the msurgents
operations. This Iull lasted throughout
1569 and 1870 with insurgent activity
picking up again in 1971, concentrated
chigfly on the sporadic laying of mines,

During this period the insurgents also
became something of 2 nuizance in
Zambia, indulging in a variety of excesses
which finally led the local police to seize
their weapons on several occasions. The
first of the many mine incidents that
northern SWA has suffered came in May
1871, when a police vahicle detonated an
anti-vehicle mine near Katima Mulilo i
the sastern Caprivi, Further mine inci-
dents — and casualties, both police and
civilian — followed sporadically

By 1973 the insurgents had recovered
from their earlier setbacks and renewead

Ahove; Toea! leaders often carnr arms ar amploy
bodyguards for personal profection

Below: Collecting weanaons and equipmant
including anti-aircrz il machinte quns inthe
Amaokeshell base complex.




{heir activities, stepping 1up pressure on
the local population and — parhcularly in
Caprivi - sethng the oceasicnal ambush
tor police patrols. The first intimation of
thiz new vigowr came in Janvary of thai
year, when a police camp was subjected
to a2 brief bombardment from several
recpoilless rifles before the attackers,
having taken some casualties 1o return

fire, withdrew bhack into Zarmbia, YWhen
the pressure continued {o grow, respon-
gibility for the counterinsurgency efior
was passed over to the Srmy, which had
the necessary manpowear.

The degres 10 which armed propa-
ganda and imtimidation had dons their
work in QOwambe became clear when
PLAN succeeded in enforcing a SWAPO-
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declared boycott of the 1873 general
elections in the region: a poll of only 2.7%
was recorded A similar attempt in 1875
proved less successful, and a 53% poll
was recorded. This waz gquickly coun-
tered by SWAPQ in the form of steppad.
up terronsm, ane victim bemng the Chief
hinister of Cwambie.

Betwesn the two svents had come the
beginning of the Portuguese collapse i
Angola, resuling in the brst large-scale
deployment of Socuth Afnican troops in
northern 3WA. This severely resticted
FLAN's freedom of action for a time,
although a measure of low-key armed
propaganda and ‘soft infimidation’ could
not be prevented The insurgents’ position
was weakened furthar with the beginning
of Operation Savannah, the South African
intervention in Angola during the latier
part of 18758,

Duning this intetvention, substantial
clements of PLAN were forced io ga
indergrommed’ in those parts of southermn
Angeola which they had just come 1o
regard as safe staging areas for opera-
tions against Cwambo. Insurgenis who

Abore jeff: Butfels at Xangengobeing prepared tor
the puli-cut back 1o 5VWA

Bedowr: &rmy vehicles i Kangonge, knoiwn in fermer
timesas Vila Bocadas.
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did sucdesd n entering Chwarmbo during
this period concentrated mainly on more
of less spectacular activity in an effort to
retain media attention. It was hoped that
this would both convince foreign backers
of the insurgency's vitality and, via the
local press and word of mouth, balance
out the reduced presence in Owambo.
Losses during this peried were painful

Owerall, however, developments in
Angeola have proved highly advantageous
for PLAN. Instead of having to infiltrate
Crwambo by way of Caprivi and the hostile
Kavango or, alternatively, having to pene-
trate a hostile: Portuguese-conirolled
Angela, the insurgents now enjoy direct
access to their tribal base. This advantage
ig even greater than it might appear at first
sight m that mumerous Owambos live in
Southern Engela — separated from their
kein only by a line drawrn across featureleszs
bush in ene of the many unfortunate
border decisions of the colonial sra. Thus
gocial and muner commercial cross-
border traffic is a reality that facilitates
infiltrations and hampers the security
forces. _

Then, tos, thé open support that
SWAPO receives from the MPLE govern-
ment in Angola goes a lomg way toward
elirinating many of the previous prob-
lems PLAN can now maintain a compre-

hensive network of training camps and
forward staging base-areas while sharing
partz of FAPLA's logistic system. Access
to Bowiet and other aid 1z much easier and
movement s sunplified by the exstence
of parallel Soviet - supporting FAPLA and
PLAN — and Cuban supply systems. The
greater stability in PLAN's training system
has zlse allowed for increasingly effective
use of various advisers, instructors and
specialists, some of whom may well ke
shared with FAPLA, Finally, FAPLA
appears quite happy to allow at least some
of PLANz bazes to "hug’ itz own =0 a3 to
reduce the danger of attack by secunty
forces.

Une countervailing result of develop-
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ments in Angola, apparently, is that PLAN,
euphoric ai gaining diregt access o
Owambo, temperanly neglected its effort
in Caprivi. This gave ample cpporunity (o
the security lorces and Caprivi authorihies,
allowing greater emphasis on civic action
projects and a spesding-up of civilian
development programmes At the same
time, the remaining insurgents were
neutralised or driven from the region by
vigorous security force actlon - increas-
mgly aided by the local population as the

Below: B oivilian car after a mine explosion. Civilian
wahicles suffer far more seronsky thag those oi the
army hecaizse of the high standards of rine
protecion thal vinually every ammy vehicle
inoorparates.




threat of reprisals faded. This same con-
fidence among the local population also
hindered renewed attempts at mfilation.

Faced with rapidly declining sffective-
riess in Caprivi, PLAN apparently decided
10 stage & major publicity exergize - bath
te regain & measure of prestige within
Caprivi and to bolster its faltering image in
the eyes of its foreign backers and itg
Zambian hostz. This operation finally took
the form of several 122mim rockets fired at
the base at Katima Mulilo in Aucnist 1873,
Ten soldiers were killed when the bar-
rack hut in which they were sleeping was
hit by the only efiective rocket,

The secusity forces reacted with an

tinely found in EWAPD
ided i the aecurity

Buffelzin a dersehy bushed part of
warmba. The ap o




immediate fellow-up operation that inflic-
ted some casualties, Shortly thersafter, a
major raid was mounted against PLAMN
bhases in south-western Zambia, whence
the rocketeers had come. This, PLAN
decided not to contest, aveiding contact
almost entizely. Nevertheless, they suf-
fered additional damage to their local
image - in both Caprivi and Zambia — and
to morale. PLAN has made ne serous
altempt to recpen opetations in Caprivi
SiNCe.

With Caprivi virtuaily restabilised, only
Crhwambo remains as an active operational
ares. Kaokeland, in neorth-west SWE, has
experienced incidents of mine-laying and
murder ag well as some intimidation along
the border with &ngola. There have alao
been cases in which nsurgent groups
uged this regicn as a route to the south and
1o cutflank security forces in Owambo.
Cwverall, however, this area, too, has

Temained relatively cuiet — perhaps he-
cause it i3 too thinly populated to be of
much interest to SWAPO, In any event, the
Himba population - essentially Herero—is
not generally well disposed toward the
Crrvarmbos.

Kavango - between Owarmbo and Ca-
privi - has long been hostile to the
Owambo-dominated SWAPD and itz in-
surgency. Not only does it enjoy consi-
derable development and stability,
Kavange alsc has the contrasting exam-
ples of the now-peaceful Caprivi and the
terrorism-wracked Owambe on either
side. Then too, Kavango is host to a large
tumber of refugees from south-eastern
Engela, many of whom have hitter
memeries of PLAN exceszes during
operations in support of FPAPLA againat
Unita inzurgents. Thus, despite some
tnore or less legal SWAPQ activity, occa-
sional subversion of local government
officialz and inereasing expansion of
operations from esastern Owambo into
western Eavango, most infilratdons have
been promptly reported to the security
forces for counteraction. However, this
has not deterred PLAN from ongoing
atternpts to ‘activate’ Kavango,

Elements of the security forces remain
stationed in both regions as a precaution.
Wuch of their fime is devoted to a variety
of civie-action and development pro-
grammes, with emnphasis on providing the
materials and specialized knowledge for
a broad spectum of zelf-help projects.
Maturally, they also =pend time patrolling
and doing general intelligence/counter
imtelligence work., Both Kaokoland and
Kavango do remain highly vulnerable to
terrorist inewrsions from Angola, because
their populations are largely concentrated
very near the rxivers that form their
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Above: A T-3485 captured inits hide during
Oeration Protes.

1espective boundaries with Angola. As a
result, PLAN's recent operations in these
areas should perhaps be zeen not as a
serious attempt (o open new ronts, but as
reminders to the local population of their
wilnerahility,

FLEN's atternpts to open operations
south of Owambo have been sporadic and
net particularly successful. These opera-
tions are conducted by PLAN's ‘special
forces elements, known by the code
names Typhoon and Velcano. The pattern
has been for a small group of insurgents to
meve south through the very sparsely
Populated eastern Owarmbo durineg the
iainy season, when surface water is
available to them and coniributes to the
heavier bush that renders macking and
detection more difficull. Once arrived in
the farming districts immediately south of
Crwambo, they have generally concen-
trated on attacking isclated farms and
gabotaging the railway line,

On occasion, these forays have had
embarrassing results: in one case a
fifteen-year-old schoolgirl drove off an
attack after her father had heen killed in
the opening flurry of fire. She ldlled one of
the inswrgents and wounded another, who
was later finished off by his compatriots.
The moat recent of these operations have
invelved rather larger groups, but have
otherwise differed little from their pre-
decessors except in requiring a greater
effort on the part of security forces
Exceptions to the norm have been such
izolated incidents of whan terrorism as

hombs in Windheek and Swalkoprnmund

and the assassination of the widely re-
spected Herero leader Clemens Kapuug
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in his shop outside Windhoel:. Thers has
also been an atternpt to destrov the main
road bridge south of Eeetrnanshoop,

In Owambe itself, terrorism began to
escalate seriously not long after 84 forces
had withdrawn from Angela following
Operation Savannah, By 1973 the situation
had become so untenable that it was
decided to deny the insurgents unoonh-
tested sanctuary in southern Angola. Om 4
May that year. the security forces
launched the first major cross-border
operation against PLAN bases to the north
of the border — Operation Reindeer. This
tool: the form of two separate but co-
ordinated raids. An airhorne force,
roughly of small battalion size, struck the
rear-areas camp code-named 'Mosoow’
near Cassinga, some 260 km inside
Angola, while a mechanised force hit the
"Vietnam' camp complex near Chete-
cuera, 28 km north of the border, Several
smaller sweeps were simultaneously
condocted closar to the border

Some 1000 PLAN personnel were killed
and 200 capihured in this operation, for the
less of six fatalides in the raiding force.
Arcuably of still greater value was the
intelligence gained on PLAN's arganisa-

tion, doctrinie and aims. Considerable
stores of equipment were also destroved.
Despite the great suceess of the opera-
tion, it served as a reminder of the vwul-
nerability of paratioops operating beyond
reach of fnendly ground forces. Had the
opposing armour heen handled less
ineptly, the operation could well haye
turned intc a costly and embarrassing
disaster. As it was, ensmy tanks were
actually on the landing zone as the last of
the force was lifted out by Pumas.

The major effect on PLAN was the
massive loss of trained and partially
trained personnel, a blow from which it
has not yet fully recovered. For a time, this
forced PLAN to revert to operating in
large groups of semi-trained recruits,
stiffened by a few experienced men.
While this did allow FLAN to maintain
limited operations that conzerved surviv-
ng trained personnel as instructors, it also
brought very heavy losses, as these large
groups were relatively easy to detect, fix
and destroy. By the end of 18975, losses
stood at some 3 a month. Losses have
continued to Tise since, as a result hoth of
new external operations and more effec-
tive nternal measures.

"Above: ASpecial Congtabile of the BW A TPolice
arroed Wit an T MAG Lighl rosciin s g,
fbove leirGaneral map of Angola and South-West
Alfrica

The latter part of 1979 saw the second
mmajor cross-border operation — Saffron —
when elements of the security forces
crossed into south-western Zambia in
response to the rocketing of Katima
Mulila, discussed above. The third such
major operation — Sceptic — followed in
June 1980, when a mechanised foree
strick at a PLAN base area code-named
‘Brmokeshell’ in southern Angola.

Originally intended as a short raid, this
operation was extended to last almost
three weeks when itelligence indicated
the presence of additional base areas and
camps nearby Contacts during the first
night had alse confirmed the continned
presence of insurgents in the area.
Orverall, some 360 insurgents were con-
firmed killed and a number of prisoners
taken for the loss of 17 members of the
security forces klled. Several hundred
tomnes of arms, ammunition and equip-
ment were caplured and destroved, while
some 150 tormes — mchluding wehicles -
were taken haclk for evaluation.



While the ‘Smokeshell’ base area had
naot been ideally sited tactically — diffieult
te achieve, in any case, in fat and bushy
terrain — it had been thoroughly prepared
for defence. Earth and log bunkers, slit
trenches and fighting holes were plentiful,
The defence itself was apparantly quite
gpirited once the initial swrprise had besn
overcome, with the light anti-aircraft guns
— 14.5mm single and 23mm twin - proving
especially troublesome in the ground
dafence role. One ZU-23-2 succesded in
knocling out several Ratels before being
silenced.

The attack went in after a brief artillery
preparation on identified targets. Three
mechanized groups swept through the
farget arsa on a In:rughlj,r east-west axis,
thershy largely avoiding the defences,
oriented to the south, The sheer size of the
base area — some 53 5 kms - dictated that
the infantry remain mounted throughout

Moz03% R R A ST

:J.....|,.;.1..J-_ "'“'-'"."!""f“

e
L

i pg uil

P TP T T LT
shiss ol P




146

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA TERRITORY FORCE (SWATT)

The SWATF was esiablizhed on' 1 Avgust
1980 a& the basis of a future independent
South-West African defence force. It
remaings under SADT operational control
for the present; the General Officer
Commanding SWATF doubles as SWA
Secretary for Defence and OC SWA
Clommand, the latter being an SADF post
exercising command over South African
forces and the counterinsurgency
operations in northern SWA. Budgetary
control falls to the SWA authorities, and
a1l administration, national service mat-
ters, raining and purchagzing are SWATF
matters. National service for all males
has been proclaimed but is only applied
selectively, both to aveid potential poli-
tizal problems arising fromi the msur-
gency simation and fo avoid: overloading
the limited traiming facilities At presert,

the SWATE provides some 30 percent of
the troops in the Operational frea.

The SWATF is souctually similar to the
SADF in that it is milide-based and has
both an area-bound countermsurgency
element (Area Force) and a mobile con-
ventional warfare element (Keadtion
Force) SWA 15 also divided into seven
Sectors with functions similar to the
Commands in South Afvica, The thiee
sectors covering the Operational Area
(10 — Kaokoland and Owambo, 20
Kavango Bushmanland and West Cap-
vl and 70 - Fast Caprivi) remain under
SADF control for the time being. The
remaining four Sectors (30 — HQ at
Oygiwarenge; 40— HO at Windhoek; 50 —
HOr at Gobahis; 60 - HO at Keetmang-
hoop) are commanded by 5WATE
officers,

The Area Force is essentially zimilar
¢ the SA Commando system. The 28
Arvea Foree Units vary widely in strengih
and composition, pemng tailored to suit
their particular respongibilities. They fall
under the Sector headouarters for com-
mand and administrative purpages. The

—

Anave:Lileihe BADE the 3WATE places greal
sireason ftness wWith phyaizal training heingan
importagt pan of the day-to day rautine.

Beacticn Force comprises a CF Motor-
ized Brigade — which includes one
standing battalion — and six standing
regional light infantry battalions manned
by velunteers: These are counterinsmr-
gency units whereas the Brigade haz a
prmary conventional role, although its
elements also do dotyin the Operational
Atea, Other elaments includs a special-
ized follow-up unit and a light aviation
saquadron. The tegional batalions han-
dle their own basic trairing while cther
troops are still given thewr initial training
by the SADF at Walvis Bay. A Military
Sohool at Okanhandja conducts ad-
vanced courzes,

Balow: T01 Bn oo ps practicimg with light mackine
crans, T s raized locally in East Capriviand
provides security orthat areaaswellas sendiry
alernerits o the Operalional Area

the assanlt, debussing from ther Buifels
and Ratels only to deal with detexmined
dug-in opposinon. Particularly stubbormn
strongpoints were subdued with the aid of
both direct (Fland-90, Ratel-20 and Ratel-
807 and indirect fire (mortars, 140mm
quns), Some cloge air support was also
available, consisting chiefly of Impala Mk
Ils firing canmon and rockets,

The operation’'s eztended phase
proved both tedious and time-consuming,
with ohjectives widely scattered and well
concealed. It was speeded up to some
extent by deploying helicopters to mowve
infantry among the various basse areas 1o
reduce strongpoints as they were located,
leaving the bulk of the mechanised
elements free to continue sweeping the
area. Other infantry searched the sub-
dued base areas, mopping up ahd col-
lecting documents and ecuipment.

This phase also brought two clashes
with gemi-mechanised PLAN columns
which were apparently attempting to
conduct a reconnaissance in force. One
was detected as it entered the area, the
other on attempting to slip away without
malking contact. Both were fixed by aw
attacles until ground forces could reach
and destroy them, Several ERDM-2 scont
pars and BTE-1528 ARCs were captured or
destroved inthese engagements, as wees
a mumber of trugks. During the withdrawal
phase, a mechanised FAPLA force
elashed with one of the raiding elements,
engaging it with both direct and indireet
fire, This necessitated a brief counter-
attack with air support before a clean
break could be achieved, The only other
FAPLA invelvement came when a SAAF
helicopter strayed too near one of their
camps and was shot down: the pilot made
his way back to friendly lines on foot
despite a back injury and gomes hair-rais-
ing adventres en route. Contacts with
local sivilians were few, most apparently
having heeded the pamphlets dropped
before the operation calling on them to
keep clear, Those who were encountered
were given food — a valuable commodity
in Angola today — and any necessary
medical treatment,

The next such operation Protea, in
August 1981 — wag rather more compli-
cated in that combined FLAN and FAFLA
forces were encountered throughout,
Alzo, FAPLA had assured the local popu-
laticn that there was no danger and had
prevented them from leaving the area of
the PLAN establishments that were the
raid’s ohjectives, By then, too, the new
Cuban- and East German-installed air
defence system had become aperational
and warned PLAN of potentially danger-
olis air movements.

Operation Pretea followed onto a series
of foot-mohile ssarch-and-destroy opera
tions against the PLAN infrastructure m
gouthem Angola east of an imaginary line
drawn through Ongiva (formetly Perreira
de Era). One of these operations - Cama-




tion — actoally continued in tandem with
Protea, Althoughnone of these operations
had krought any clashes with FAPLA,
despite an occasional approach to within
a few hundred meters of their positions,
the planning for Protes had to accept such
contact asa distinct possikbility: west of the
imaginary ine, PLAN and FAPLA facilities
and logistcs were so closely imtertwined
as to be virtually inseperable. The situa-
tion was complicated by PLAN standing
orders that required their perscmmel (o
wear PAPLA uniform in or near towns.

Preceded by an air strike on the radar
installation at Cahama - some 130 km
mzide Angola— Protea cpened in the early
hours of 24 August, when a mechanised
force crossed the Cunsne River nesar
Ruacana. This force then moved rapidly
northward aleng the western bank of the
nver to the area of Humbe, where it toolk
up hlocking positions to cover the opera-
tlon against possible interference from the
Cahama area and o prevent the escape of
any FLAN elements along this route.

A second mechanized force moved
from Ondancgwa during the night, amving
just south of Xangongo (formerly Vila
Beocadas) — T0 Jkrn north of the border —
around 0800 hours. One element of this
force moved farther nosthto guard against
interference by FAPLA elements sta-
toned at Peu Pen, some 20 lam to the
north-gast. Other elements were de-

Bedow: Caplured quns inchiding Sosiet made ZErum
field quns and twin 33men arti-sireralt cuneand
Yugoslav triple 20mm anti-aircraft machine cuns.

tached to deal with FLAW camps south
and south-east of Xangongo,

bt Xangongo, the site of PLAN's North-
Western Front HOQ, the main body found a
mixed PLANFPAPLA force dug in on the
southern outskirts, This defence was
disnipted in a brief but vigorous action,
followed by several hours of mopping up
remaining defences in and around the
town. During this activity, a convoy of
more tham 60 GAZ-66 micks was encoun-
tered and captured in the town. bost of

Abwores A faw of the captured ficks parloed at
Ondangra prior o dispeoesl,

theses trucls were loaded with a variety of
supplies, but some had 20rmm anti-aircraft
cannon mounted on their load beds, a few
of which put up a brief fight before being
silenced by the Ratels, Two T-34/88s were
alzo encountered during the Bghting and
were destroved by Ratel-30s. Meanwhile,
the detached element covering against
Peu Peu fought off a short attack by
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FAPLA armour and infantry trying to
break through toward Xangongo.

Onee Hangongs had been secured and
it was clear that covering forces could
handle any interference, the main body of
the raiding force took the road toward its
next objective, Ongiva, which was the site
of PLEN's Merihern Fromnt HQL The de-
tached elements continusd their area
operations around Xangongo, searching
out and destroving PLAN camps and
collecting arms, ammunition and equip-
ment for destruction or transpert back to
5WA Light relief included a foothall
mateh against the lecal Xangongo team,
which the raiders won two-nil

The main body mel some resistance
near Mongua — 40 kilometers east of

Xangonge - on the 35th. Here a mecha-
nised FEPLA force with artillery support
attermnpted to stop the advance toward
COngiva. This resistance was gquickly
broken down, although one helicopter
was lost in the process. Ongiva was
reached on the 26th,

Hers the raiding force encounitered
another mixed PLAN/FAPLE force de-
pleved to defend the town Comprising
armour and infantry and enjoying some
artillery support, this force appears to
have put up a apirited resistance belore
Cngiva fell during the aftermoon of the
28th. Nine tanks were destroyed in the
fighting. At one stage a column of some 25
vehicles attempted to depart the area but
ran into a blocking group nonth of the

town, [gnoring calls to identify itself, parts
of the column then wied to outflank the
blocking position. Most of the column —
which turmed out to be FAPLA — was then
destroyed in the air attacks called down
upon it. Several Soviet persommsl were
killed in this ineident, and a warrant
officer was captured.

With Omgiva taken, the raiding force set
ahowut destroving local PLAN facilifies and
then began withdrawing back to SWA,
The covering force and the detached
elements around Xangongo followed suit,
the last elements of the raiding force
having been released by 1 September,
marking the end of Operation Protea. The
foot-mobile operation to the east was then
wionnd up, and these troops completed




thewr withdrawal Iy the 8th. It is estimated
that Protea inflicted some 1000 fatal
casnalties on the combined PLAN and
FAPLA forces involved BSecurity-foree
losses amounted to 10 killed. Among the
PLAN casualiies were the Deputy Com-
mander in Chiaf and the Deputy for Foli-
tical Affairs, both of whom were killed,
and the Artillery Commander, who was
captured.

Captured materiel amounted o he-
tween 3000 and 4000 tormmes, of which
some 2000 tonnes was taken back to SWEA
for stndy and evaluation, This included
eight T-3485 tanks, three PT-76 recon-
naissance tanks three BEDM-2 scout cars,
one BM-21 122mm multiple rocket
lammcher, twenty-four ZI15-2 T8mm feld
guns, siztesn ZU-33-2 83mm and fourteen
Fugoslay M-58 20mm wiple-barrel anti-
aircraft gung, plus 200 assorted trucks.
These mcluded various versions of WAZ-
468s, GAZ-66s, URAL-315s, Zll-131s and
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Above; Initial inerropation of a captured ipaurasnt,
The prigsoner's facd ishlacked oul bocauss he has
singe been resetiled and might e endangered if
identifiod more closly.

Main gicfure.; Railways Police in Buffels ercorting a
trucl convey o Oshakall, .
Baoftam: 51l more caprured equipment, this fime D30
122 howttzer s, raken during Operation Aslari,
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Above; Abuilding In Chitade ormerly ueed by
SWAPC Iz Blowen up i Augst 1980,

Rigrht: An Eland-90 armoured car section on patrolin
central Owambo.

ErAZ-21%s The materiel destroyed in sifn
ineluded more than 300 tonmes of various
types of ammunition.

The next major external operation,
code-named Daisy, followed in Novem-
ber 1981, partly as a result of intelligence
gleaned during Protea and from the
evaluation of documents seized in that
operation, Daisy saw the deepest pene-
trafion into Angola since the South Afnican
intervention in 1975, Operation Savarmah,
Dhaisy's primary ohjectives were a PLAN
HO at Bambi and a base area in the nieinity
of Cheraquera.

Daisy openad on 1 November with a
mechanised force crossing the border
and moving on Ionde, some 120 km inside
Engola. An old Poruguese trading post
with an airstrip, londe, had been chosen
as the site of the tactical HO which was set
up while the main force moved farther
north toward Bambi and Cherequera. The
latter was attacked on the 4th after an
initial air strilke by a mixed force of
Mirages, Canherras and Buccansers.
Oinpe the abjectives had been sscured,
infantty carried out area operations
their vicinity. The operation wound down,
and the raiding force withdrew on the
20th.

VWhile FAPLA did generally stay clear
of the forces involved in Daisy, their air
force conducted & number of demonstra-
tions toward the general area of the
operation, During one of these, a clash
with SAAF Mirages rasulted in the shoot-
ing down of a MiG-21. Coming as it did not
long after extensive FAPLA involvement
in support of PLAN during Protea, this




incident gave rise to considerable con-
cern for the future. Since then, another
MiG-21 has been shot down (Octoberx
1082} after four MiGs had engaged two
Mirage F-1s escorting 2 Canberra on a
reponnalssance mission,

The sizth large-scale cross-horder
gperation carne only in December 1933
Intelligence had begun to indicate that
PLAN intended a larger-than-usual rainy
ceasorn campaigm for early 1884, which
waz confirmed inthe courss of Novernber,
Indicators supporting this intelligence
included the withdrawal of insurgents for
retraining, stepped up PLAN reconnais-
sance activity and the pre-positoning of
caches on the intended axes. The training
of special forces elements intended for
operations south of Owambe had also
heen stepped up, Available intelligence
was augmented by reconnaissance flights
and also by long-range reconnalssance
patiols - some as small as two men —
operating cuite deeply into Angola.

Seweral of the receonmaissance flights
drew fire from the Angolan air-defences,
including the firat firings of 5A-85 and 54-
Sz 1 this theatre. Initial confirmation of the
employment of 3A-9s came when an
Impala Mk II retirned from a recormais-
sance mission over the Cahama area with
an 2A.9 warhead stuck in its tail. & com-
plete SA-0 system was later captured hear
Cuvelal. 5-80 B7mm guns weres zlso
encounterad for the firzst time in any
nurmbers. Several air-defence suppres-
sion missions were then flown in areas
where an active air-defence could have
prejudiced the success of the overall
operation. Interestingly, artillery was also
usad against some of the air-defence sites.
Cne such case saw an artillery element
with a covering force approach to within
range of the air-defences around Cahama
and sngage then.

Operation Askarl itself got under way
around the 6th of December, when addi-
tional reconnaissance parties and patrols
were despatched to develop hard infor-
fnation on which the security forces could
acl 1n order to pre-empt the ntended
FLAN offensive. Combat elements were
5ent m as the simwation developed, inclad-
ing four mechanised combat groups of
around 500 men each and some smaller
infantry forces which chisfly operated
clozer 1o the border. While the mecha-
hised elements were intended to hit
specific hard targets, the infantry comn-
ducied outine search-and-destrov area
operations.

Initially, there had been some thought of
hitting one of the large PLAN training
camps degp inside BAngola, where many
ol the insurgents earmarked for the
forthcoming ineursion were under train-
Mg, Thiz concept was shelved when,
toward the end of December, intelligence
Was received that seven companies of
ln=nrgents (between 300 and 1000 men)
had been offloaded from heavy military
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trucks near Jamba and had indicated to
fellow PLAN perzonnel there that they
would be moving south Thiz was obvi-
ously the beginning of the expected
offensive and operations were adjusted
accordingly, emphasis being placed on
the area south and =ast of Jamba.

The major aspect of Operation Askari
was the dismuption of the PLAN logistc
infrastructure and coroomand and control
systermn by air and ground attacks on
various basges and headguarters. The HQ
near Lubango was alse atacked by four
aircraft as a reminder of its vulnerability
and to create doubt as 1o whether it might
not also become a target for ground
forces. Another major part of the opera-
tion was wide and deep reconnaissance to
locate PLAN slements which could then
be engaged and destroyed. High priority
was also accorded the location of pre-
positioned supply caches and their de-
stiuction or removal Finally, strenuous
efforts were mads throughout to isclate
any FLAN elements from nearby FAFLA
or Cuban forces

Ahove:! Docurments captured during Operation
Aslari—an operatioral plan for the defence of
Cusrelat veritten in Russian and then translated into
Pomacmese,

Drespite this, there were several clashes
with FAPLE elements during the opera-
ticn. The first came n the vieinty of the
small town of Caiunde, when a recon-
naissance element was ambushed by
FAPLA forces. Ancther small clash came
when FAPLA forces stationed at Mulonde
came to the support of PLAN elaments in
Chiteve when these were attacked, The
FAPLE garrison of Cahama alse sortied
out to cover the withdrawal into that town
of some 2 insurgents when their neathy
camp came under attack. Most of the
PLAN elements that were encountered
during Askarl attempted to seel shelter
with FAPLA and most were, in fact,
accorded protection.

The most serions incident cocurred on 3
January when FAPLA's 11th Brigade was
reinforeed with two Cuban battalions and
engaged one of the mechanised combat
groups near Cuvelal. This had been deal-




ing with a PLAN tactical HQ and base area
sorne five kilometres to the north-east of
that town. A heated action followed,
during which the Cuban'FAPLA foIce
suffered some 324 fatal casualties and lost
11 T-64 tanks. Most of the 21 fatal caszual-
ties suffered by the security forces during
Lskari were incurred in this clash. The
biggest single loss occurred when a Ratel-

Eelow: Chief of the SADF, Ganerzl Vilioen, givesa
press briefing onthe course of Operation Askar.
The map shows SWAPO infilatralion roales,

20 became enmeshed in a minefield and
was knocked out by a T-54, five of the
crew being killed,

Askari was wound up arcund 13
Jenuary. The actual withdrawal of forces
involved was complicated by heavy rains,
which had huned many of the roads and
tracks into mud trails and flooded the
many streams that had 1o be crossed. The
last combat group ount had to build an
improvised log bridge over a wibutary of
the Cuvelai River 1ot an sasy task when
some of the wehicles weighed over 20

Abowe: Th Tast unit o withdraw during Opstration
Askariwas briefly trapped by flood: but builiab
improvised briddge razher than wait for engineering
FURROeTT.

tonnes, Another hazard was that of
landmines on the tracls and roads, which
often slowed the withdrawal to the walk-
ing pace of the sweep teams.

While Askari did not succeed in inflict-
ing a8 many casualties on PLAN as some
previous operations. it did cause severe
disruption of the insurgents' logistic back-
up and thereby was judged successinl
Then too, Asl-ari served to demonstrate o
FAPLA that imtervention, even with supe-
rior forces and armour, cowld ke an ex-
pensive and unpreductive exercise.
Aslan also produced some interesting
information on just how dependent
FAPLA is on Soviet assistarice, Among the
many documents talen at Cuvelai was an
operations crder for the batile prepared
for the Angolan commander by a Soviet
adviser — written in Russian and translated
into Portuguese.

Apart from these — by local standards —
large-scale external opsrations, the
security forces have also conducted
mumerous smaller-acale ones, The com-
monest and most typical of these have
resulied from the ‘hot pursuit’ of an in-
surgent group after a contact, or from
follow-up on a contact, reported ncident
oI spoor or acting on information re-
ceived. Long range reconnaissance
patrols and reconnaissance patrols and
sweeps hearer the border, have also been
conducted regularly in an efiort to keep



an eve on PLAN activities and intentions.
{n occasiorn, minor sweeps and raids
have moved out to exploit intelligence
while it iz still fresh. Hot pursuit and
follow-up operations have naturally been
carried out most often by troops involved
in the initial comtact or by the nearest
izaction force.

Many of the less immediate external
operations have fallen to 32 Battalion. This
unuzual unit was formed in 1976 and
includes many former Angolans who
choss exile rather than a life under the
Marxist MPLA yegime. Most of these are
alzo former members of the FNLA, one of
the other mwo insurgent movements that
had fought the Portoguese and then lost
out to the MPLA after the Fortuguese
collapse. Amoeng these who know the
business, 532 Bn is widely regarded as the
premier light infantry unit in the world
today, It 15 also employed in mors routine
operations, but 32 has specialised in
searching out and destroving PLAN's
forward camps and base areas.

Typically, such an operation would
follow on location of a PLAN camp by a
reconnaissance patrol acting on the 1e-
port of an earlier team or intelligence
gained from prisonsrs, evaluation of cap-
tured documents and the lecal peopulation.
Later patrols then develop this informa-
tion to establish all possible details on the
proposed target and the surrounding
arsa. Finally, they may also act as security
and stopper groups dwring the actual
attack on the camp. This will usually be
conducted by elements of 32 Bn in
strength that varies with the size of the
target. &n objective too large for an
infantry assanlt would be handed off to a
machamsed force, with 32 providing the
intelligence and guidance.

While insertion and extraction of 32 Bn
elements is usnally by helicopter, most of
their operations are conducted on fool

Righi: Pastor Correlivs Ndjoka, fotmer Chicl
Minister of Crramba, was killed in 13453 arhan the
piclup inwhich he was driving hita lardinine.
Below: i Rare] B0 crew cleaning up after an acton
during Operation Askark,
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Ahave; A camaity from a ming incident hieing rashed

*tofreatment by a medical eam:

They are largely occupied with extensive
foct-mobile patrols and sweeps, on which
the troopsinvolved spend days atatime in
the bush with only occasional resupply by
helicopter. It is this uwnremitting recon-
naissance effort that has gained 32 the
information and local experise for ils
highly successiul operations. With many
relatively small groups on the ground in
gouthern Angola, often for lengthy
periods, 32 is also rather dependent on
the goodwill of the local civilian popula-
tion for its security as well as for much of
its information.

“Bnether style of miner "external’ is well

llustrated by Operation Klipkop. This 1aid
followed various incidents of mine-laying
and other terrorism i the Kackoland, and
the rocketing of Ruacana in late July 1980
Intelligence had earlier identified the
nearby small Angolan village of Chitado
as a PLAN transit point with a small tactical
HOQ and supply depol. Insurgents were
generally brought as far as Chitade in light
trucks and received final instruetions from
the local HO, as well as drawing the bulk
oftheir heavier stores — such as landmines
- from the depot. Some groups would also
return to Chitade for resupply and a brief
break in the course of their activitles,

& considerable degree of correlation
had, in fact, been established between
PLAN activity in Chitade and the recent

events in the ackoland Accordingly, it
was decided to destroy the PLEN facility
in Chitado. The assault was carried out by
a two-platoon force of infantry, which was
heli-landed just cutside the village on 2
August. & brisk thirty-minute sweep
through the village dealt with the opposi-
tion, whereafter the intelligence and
demolition teams went to work. The in-
fantry, meanwhile, cleared the nearby

- aitfiald and also swept an arena within a

three-kilometer radius of Chitado, The
buildings used by PLAN were then des-
troyed and the force extracted,

Operation Super (March 1982) was
cimilar in concept. In this caze 45 men of
32 Bn were dropped by helicopter some
twro ke from a FLAN camp near Cambeno
in south-western Angola at arcund 0800
hours om the 13th, sweeping throngh the
camp and surrounding area in an eight-
hour action, Fire support was provided by
a mortar group dropped on a nearby hill
by other helicopters. Stoppar Jgroups
wers inserted on likely escape routes and
dealt with any insurgents who attempted
to decamp, Control proved difficult as a
result of the hilly terrain and often heavy
bush and was handled for mueh of the
operation by the senior helicopter piloy;
athers spotted for the mortars and also
kept him informed of any ground move-
ments out of his immediate vision. Over
200 insurgents were killed for the loss of
three members of the raiding party, and
large cuantities of stores were captared,
putting back a planned offensive in the
Kaockoland by many months. _

A rather more ambitious operation fol-
lowed in July and August of 1882 with the
aim of destreying PLAN's Central and
Eastern Front headguarters. Operation
Mehos trmed into a frustrating game of
hide-and-seel, with PLAN HOs moving
every time they had been located by




special forces patrols: thus each attack
resulied in the infliction of few casualties,
Finally, the Eastern Front HQ was located
in the Mupa area and hit quickly by one of
the Reconnaissance Commandes before it
could be moved again. Even so, the attack
came only just in time, as most of the
senior personnel had already decamped.
Further attacks on itz new locations fol-
lowred until the operation was teyrmated,
having thoroughly disrupted the PLAN
command and contol system for some
time to come,

Apart from its dismiptive effects, Mebos
also produced much valuable intelligencs
and allowed seigure and destruction of a

Right. Paras clearing houses in Cassinga afior taking
th 1eiting ghting in 1978,
& ographed Irom one of
The pilat, Major
Church, was aver the by
then ensmy-oooupied tewi o check na one was loft
behind,

155

large cuantity of stores. This included
some 000 landmines which would other-
wise have wreaked havoo ameong the un-
protected civilian motorists of Owarnbo.
In all, sbout 3458 imzurgents were killed
and some captured for the loss of 28
members of the security forces. This
rather high total resulted from the largest
single loss of any operation when a Puma
was downed on 12 Bugmst, killing all three
crew and twelve troops aboard

The amack at Mupa was, arquably, the
mesi valuable part of the cperation, as the
secretary to the Eastern Front commandex
had left his departure a litde late. He was
killed as he attempted to get into his
vehicle and escape. many revealing

Faft: The then Chiel of the Armmy, ral Vilican,
with members entyat Gr
Operabon:
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Abeve: Pumas liftitg the Paras oot of Cassinga at the
corchaion ofthe raid. 'he frst ecctoy armouy
reachod the landing 2one as the last hehcopter leit

docurments being found in his briefoass
and in his office. Among these were the
minutes of a meeting held at the PLAN HQ
nizar Inbango on 15 June, at which inatrue-
tions had been issued that all of the
‘muppets’ in WA should be “eliminated’
before any cease-fire could come into
effect. This document caused something
of a stir when it was released, SWAPD
naturally claiming that it was a forgery. In
view of the earlier rmurders of such legi-
timate politicians as Elifaz, Kapuuo and
Shivayaga, however, thers can be litde
doubt that it was, indeed, genuine.

The primary purpose of all these 'ex-
ternal’ operations has been io pre-empt
and disrupt PLAN's incursion efforts
before they can lead to increased terror-
ism mside SWA. In thiz they have heen
successful, as illustrated by the steady
decline in landmine incidents as PLAN
has been foreed to move its forward ttan-
sit camps farther and farther back into
Angola. As a result, the insurgents ¢an no
longer merely siroll acrossthe border, do
their deed and depart; now they face a
walk of 100 to 200 kilometers in some
cases. This has disrupted PLAN: mine-
laying campalgn, as a landmine is a heavy
and difficult item t carry so far. The
attermpt to overcome thiz problem by
establishing caches close to the barder
has been largely countered by thorough
recormaissance and mmtelligence activity
by the security forces. Similarly, most of
the recent attempts at major rainy-2eason
offensives have heen largely disrupted.

The cther major effect of the 1aids has
been to allow the security forces to en-
gage insurgents en bloc. This, in tirn has
facilitated the uss of semi-conventional
methods at which the security foices

enjoy a substantial advantage. The result
has been heavy casualties among the
insurgents, who have seen their overall
strength decline from around 12,000 to
perhaps 7,000 since the late 1970s despits
strenuous recruiting efforts. Finally,
specific strikes on command and other
heademarters have robbed PLAN of many
top-line leaders amd staff officers, while
the aftacks on fyaining camps have re-
moved many trained personnel and in-
structors from the field.

Degpite the undoubted benefit of these
operations, there are serious problems
involved, which rasult in reluctance to
authorise them. Brguably, the most serl-
cug of these lies in the potential for a major
clash with FAPLA and Cuban forces,
which could escalate the conflict to an
entirtely new and dangerous level.
Another problem is that of minimizing
civilian casualties, Thus far, this has been
addressed by means of parmphlet drops
and broadcasts prior to any major raid,
With FAPLA tending to take a more active
part in support of PLAM, and with PLAN
izelf Aelding more heavy Weapons, how-
ever, thiz is not a policy that can he
continued indefinitely. In any event, it has
the undesirable side-effect of allowing
FLAEW to decide when and where to
accept combat and when to withdraw,
loging only easily replaced squipment.

Despite these problems and the in-
gvitable international condemnation,
there can be no question of the security
forces giving up thiz option - their most
effective and efficient means of combat-
ting the insurgents, Were they to wait for
commission of an atrocity helore acting,
the lives of many civilians would be
offered up on the altar of pelitical =xpe-
diency.

Before discussing operations within
northern Scouth-West Africa itself, it is
desirable 1o review the peculiarities of

Owambo, which is the region most affec-
ted by the insurgency. Owambo is one of
SWA's four northernmast regions, stretch-
ing along some 450 km of the Angolan
border and about 130 km in depth.
Generally sandy and with some areas of
very heawvy bush, it iz astonishingly flat,
with virtually no natural feature higher
than an average African anthill Altitude
varies from 1090m to 1150m, and the only
real gradient is a very gentle 1 in 2500
lewvelling to 1 in 5000 from north to south,

As one rasult, what litfle rain there is —
approximately S00mm in a good year —
fills up the innumerable long, harrow and
shallow depressions-cum-watercourses
called oshanas or omurambas, putting
much of the region under water during the
rainy season. In central Owambo there is
also a large, generally dry delta, which in
some years carries water from Angola
south towards the Etosha Pan. The flow
within the delta or, indeed, in some of the
ashanas, 15 naturally vexy slow Daytime
temperatures are in the low 30s (Celsius)
in summes, dropping to the upper 2s in
the winier months, when the nights can
see temperatures in the low single figures.

Orrarmnbo is the home of 8WA s largest
single population group — 484, 00
Orwambos out of a total of some 973,000 —
of whom some 300,000 live permanently in
the area & similar number of Owambos
live in southem Angela, with only a neg-
lected border fence to separate the two
groups. Although thers are some small
towns and villages, most of the Owambos
live in small family kraals scattered
throughout the region. The econeomy is
based on stock farmung and some crop-
ping, with smaller industries and organ-
ised handicrafts beginning to talke hold
The past few years, in particular, have
seen a remarkahle degree of business
development despite the continuing con-
flict. Then too, there are several thousand
small traders running their ‘Cuca shops' —
some no more than a pile of goods undera
convenient Makalani palm, others with
modem buildings and a T-series BMW or
S-class Mercedes parked outside.

There are just over 1000 km of roads in
Owambe, of which the 207-lsm main noxth-
south Toute is tarred, most of the others
being surfaced gravel roads, There is also
a confusing network of innumerable local
vehigle tracks  soims no more than a
recent set of tire tracks  made by the
locals taking adwvantage of the flat terrain
to out down on travelling time. Sometimes
thev overestmate the capakilities of their
vehicles, and embarrassed visits to army
bases requesting a Buffel to tow someons
out of the sand are far from rare.

The remaining infrastructure — still
rather limited in view of Owarnbo's sarly
stage of economic development and the
difficulties imposed by terrorism - centres
on irrigation and electricity supply. The
former comprises a system of water-
points, boreholes, dams, canals and




pumping stations which is slowly being
sxpanded At times it has bsen a prime
target of insurgent activity, The major
sorce of hoth electricity and water wasto
hawe been the giant Fuacana hydro-slec-
tric scheme, which was financed by South
Efrica and Portugal to stimulate develop-
ment in northern SWA and southern
Angola. Unfertunately, this straddles the
border and has neither been completed
nor taken even parfially into service.
Tromically, it i SWA that does enjoy soma
limited bhenefit from the scheme ever
gince a civilian helicopter pilet and some
friends crossed the horder and clased the
sluices of one of the minor dams, then
threw away the worm gears, thersby
preventing them being opened again,
Every rainy season now sess some walel
flow to the turbines.

The Kackoland, west of Owambo, i3 a
generally dry and harsh region with much
rosugh, hilly country, The small population
iz coneentrated in a few areas, chiefly on
or near the Cunene River, and there has
been very little econcemic development
thus far. Kavango, east of Owambo, is very
zimilar 1o Owambo except that it is rather
more lush and fertile in the vieinity of the
rver. Much the same applies to westam
Caprivi. Eastern Caprivi is also very flat
and sandy, but its position in central
gouthern Africa and on the river hank
makes it very fertile. It has a healthy agri-
cultral econsmy, althoudh it does sufifer
to some degree from isclation from the
rest of the territory

In mid 1384 PLAN fielded some TOO0

Fedovr: Bn Eland &0 straggles through denss buzhan
the Owambo district. The thoins and branches can
muake such ips weryurpleasant.

trained and semi-trained insurgents, of
whom an average of 300 wonuld normally
be found inside Owambo at any given
tirne. Bhortly after the agreement betwaen
Angola and Bouth Afnca to lmit PLAN
activity from the former country, as wany
as 800 additional insurgents were nfil-
trated into Chwambe with instructions that
they were to go underground until further
notice. Those already in the territody wers
apparently given similar instructions, as
the number of ncidents dropped to a new
low while PLAN waited to see how it
wonld he affected, One possible indica-
tion of how PLAN hopes to overcome this
problemn surfaced in March 1984, when a
group of msurgents entered SWA from
Botswana; they had been flown via Lusaka
to Francistown and then been drven to
the horder,

Prior to this new developroent, the in-
surgents had habitually moved up to the
beorder in groups of up to 80 and then split
into section-siged groups of 5 o 153 on
entering Owarbo, With meoreasing se-
curity-forse activity in cross-berder
operations since the late 1970s, insurgents
have been forced to adopt a semi-covert
posture even inside southern Angola,
moving in smaller groups and often with-
out the benefit of tranzit camps near the
border. Most recently they have been
forced to walk from as far nerth as Jamba -
200 m inside Angola  and in some arsas
had to break up into small groups well

¥ inside Angola, whereas previously they

had been ahle to motor as far south as
Oneriva.

Most of the msurgents have antered
Owambo directly since access becames
available through Angela, but some have
gought to outflank the secwrity forces by
entering through the Kaskoland, Others
have entered the Kaokoland specifically
to operate there, and some have attemge-
ted to use it as 2 route to the south.
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Ahorer Sonth Africa troopa . Chitado alter cleanng
the town of opposilicon diring Operation Elipklapin
Auenast 1830,

Attempts to infilirate Kavango continue
but have not been particularly successful
eicept in the westem part, where there
has been somes overlap of operations from
Owarbo and support ig available from
msurgents and sympathizers iIn eastern
Crprarmbio.

Within Owambo, the insurgenis go
about thelr business as unobomusively as
passible, generally seeking to avald con-
tact with the security forces. Occasionally,
however, a group will bring in mertars,
recoilless 1ifles or even, on vVery rare
occasions, single-tube 122mm rocket
launchers, and fire a few rounds at & baze,
town or protectad kraal, Liess often, larger
groups may form up within Owambo
specifically to lay an ambush for a patrol
The only deliberate attacks on any ele-
ment of the security forces have been
those on the protected kraals of soms of
the headmen, and these have almost in-
variably been beaten off by the special
constables of the gnard detal — some-
tirnes with heavy lozses to the attacking
group.

PLAN s major activity within Owambo s
aimed directly at the civilian population,
with emphasis on conversion at guhpot
and general intimidation of those not well
disposed toward SWAPD — armed propa-
ganda, in the jargon of the professional
revolutionary. Many of the groups also
rely heavily on what food they can obiain
or extort from the kraals in their area, The
murder of headmen, shopkeepers, busi-
nessmen, officials, politicians and often
their families, Hgures prominently in their
activities, as does the occasional yandom
¥illing designed to keep the populace
suitably respectful. Owambos deemed
‘puppets’ of the ‘Boers’ are ofien des-
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patched in particularly gruesome wWays,
preferably before their families and
neighbours. Thus, despite its claims to the
contary, FLAN is still very firmly stuck in
the terrorism stage of insurgency and has
made no real effort to move beyond it into
systematic guerrilla warfare,

Another aspect of PLAN activity is the
operation of several very lucrative pro-
tection rackets — possibly for the private
gain of the groups invelved. Finally,
Tecruting alse plays an impeortant part,
althongh this is becoming more difficult as
PLAN's military fortunes wane. Where
straight recruiting and even the induce-
ment of scholarships fail, abduction is
resorted to — sometimes all the children of
a given school are marched across the
border at gunpoint. Examples of this
approach include groups of 119, 200 and
60 abducted in 1978, 1879 and 1380 re-
spectively, Another oocasion saw a bus
and its passengers highjacked across the
border. This kind of activity has de-
creased in recent years as a result of the
cross-border operations and security-
force surveillance, which make it difficult
to move large groups of unwilling recmits
even inside scuthern Angola.

SWAPD spokesmen, especially the
leader Bam Nujorna, nawrally deny that
their military wing is practising terrorism.
Their claim is that they are engaged in
guerrilla warfare against the 3A forces
and that they serupulously aveld causing
civilian casualties Chite apart from the
visible results of the activities outlined
above, it 15 PLAN's love affar with the
landmine that ultimately gives the le to
these protestations of innocence,

These sinister surprise packages have
become, since 1978, an all-too-familiar
feature of road raveal in Chwarmbo, Only the

logistic difficulties imposed on FLAN by
the cross-border raids have brought some
reduction in this particularly brutal appli-
cation of random terror. One of the worst
vears wag 1980, which saw no fewer than
220 Owrambos killed and some 258 injured
in mine blasts, The security forces, by
contrast, suffer few mine casualties as a
result of their liberal eqguipment with
effective mine-resistant vehicles which
generally protect their crews from mjury
and themselves suffer only relatively
miner damage. The effect of an anti-tanlk
mine on the average saloon car or ight
trucle is very different and hardly hears
deseription. Even less does the nature of
the injuries suffered by their passengers,
who are often unidentifiable, It is some-
times difficult ta estaklish how many
people were in a vehicle simply because
there are not enough identifiable parts left
among the debris,

PLEAN's affair with the landmine should
not come as 4 suwrprise to anyone svern
peripherally familiar with the theory of
insurgency. Despite its voluble protesta-
tions to the contrary, PLAN does not ssem
ta feel that it has sufficient popular support
even in Cwarmbo to mave out of the terror-
izm stage. The landmine fits into this
admirably; it is the ideal weapon of ran-
dom terror. Eendering the normal use of
Crwambo's ditt toads an extremely hazax-
dous undertaking, the landmine serves
both te spread fear and uncertainty
among the population and to undermine
confidence n the authorities” ability to
offer meaningful protection. Additionally,
it hinders economic development that
might have gone some way foward nega-
ting 3VWAPO propaganda.

Another advantage of the landmine
from FLAN's viewpoint iz that it achleves
all this withont the necessity of any contact
with the security forces. For this and other
reasons, it has alzo proven a popular
azzassination tool — a landmine laid in the
driveway or under the wheel of a parked
car leaves very little room for doubt or
counteraction. At least one member of the
Owambo Government — Thoras Shikeon-
go — was killed in this way, together with
his daughter and some fiends B similar
attemipt on the life of another Owambo
minisier — Tara Imbili -~ was frustrated
when the laying team blew themselves up
upon being startled by an accidental dis-
charge cauzed by one of the minuster's
cards loading his pistol while on his way
to communes with natare.

While most of the mines are laid on the
many gravel roads — and on their verges,
to catch those who think they are clever —
there have been many attermpts to lay
under the tar of the main north-south road.
Expedients have included tunnelling
under the road from the verge and also
heating 2 200-litre: drurn and using it to lif
out a section of the surface None, how-
ever, has proved immune to detection by
the motoroyvele sweep teams which go

over the road every morning. Anti-
personnel mines are sometimes laid with
anti-vehicle mines in an effort to hampey
clearing work They are also similazly
employed in conjuction with sabotage
efforts and have been laid in the path of
pursuing security forces slements to
delay them.

The insurgents' equipment comprises
the usnal mix of Eastern Bloc small axrms,
with the AK-47 family and the RPG-T hoth
partigularly well represented. The aver-
age group carries an BPG-T with several
reloads, a light machine gun and AK-47
riflez. The SKS carbine hasz alse been
used, prirnarily for its ability te fire rifle
grenades. Some Western and older
weapons are also encountered from time
to time. Both B0- and B2mrm mortars have
heen uzed, as have some light receilless
rifles and single-tube 12Zmm rockst
laixmchers, Most recently, some insurgeant
groups have also taken to carrving S4-7
anti-aircraft missiles. EAnother recent
development is the appearance of Dra-
gunov sniping rifles in some groups.

Webbing and other equipment is kept
to a minimm, both to keep down weight
and because many groups carry civilian
clothes and often wear them for conceal-
ment, some routinely changing into civi-
lian clothes on or just prior to crossing the
border. Some of the insurgents go so far as
to wear several layers of clothing to
ensire a quick change capakility. Radio
edquipment is available but net often
carried by the smaller groups, Rations are
generally in tinned form and are often
largely drawn from reliel supphes ship-
ped to so-called ‘Namibian refugees’ in
Angola, Most medical stores are from
zimilar sources. Most insurgents also
carry money to enable them to supple-
ment their rations with purchases from
local shops rathes than seizures. Even so,
extortion of food and other items is rife, as
15 looting.

Oiver mest of Owarnlo the temrain tends
to favour the insurgents, the flainess
grauting them almost unbelievable mobi-
lity on foot. This is enhanced by the poor
visibility caused by the combinaticn of flat
ground and often heavy bush, Finally, in
the rainy season, the profuse surface
water and frecment rainfall renders traclk-
ing extremely difficult. Insurgents have
occasionally used bicycles and light
truclks ‘borrowed' from the local popula-
tion or provided by supporters. Much of
the heavy eguipment and most of the
mines are movad to preselected caches
by porter groups so as to free highly
trained specialists for their real tasks and
reduce their exposure to the security
forces.

When contact with security forces 1e-
sults despite the insurgents' best efforts at
concealment and anti-tracking, they
generally chooze 1o ‘bombshell’ - breale-
mg contact and scattering to rendszvous
later at a pre-arranged location. Always
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very careful abont lesving any wail, they
become even more 50 When pursuesd,
employing all of the anri-tracking mea-
sures and even changing clothes and
shoes more or less on the mun, Abrupt
changes of direction also featurs In their
repertoire az, oocasionally, does circling
back on their own spoor in an effort to
ambush thelr pursuers. filarge group may
feel sufficiently confident to take om itz
pursuers in an ambush, usually selecting
the L-ambush pattern for this purpose.
Here, too, the norm is to decamp if the first
burst of fire does not weaken or demaora-
lise pursners. Overall, the insurgents are
gimply not well encough trained to take on
the security forces in combat, &ven on
relatively favourable terms.

Security-force missions are aligned
with modern countarinsurgency doctrine,
diverging only insofar as demanded by
sitnational peculianties. Thus Owambo's
flatness, for exampls, renders many such
‘standard’ measures as random and
mechanized ambushes, observation posts
and lizstening posts of very limited value.
The largs ameunt of surface water com-
plicates matters during the rainy season
by making the insurgents independent of
normal water aources and frustrating
tracking efioris. The heavy bush cover, in
turm, further restricts the utility of am-
bushes and also ensures that many con-
tacts are at very close range.

The ‘protected village' or ‘stratedgic
hamlet' approach is impossible to apply
among Owambo's population, scatiered
as it is through agricultural necessity. The
sheer logistic difficulties of seeking to

ek
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apply snch a system can be appreciated
only when the situation has been seen on
the ground The alienation that would
result can be readily imagined - as it is,
the security forces do not serionsly at-
termpt to interdict the routine eross-horder
visiting that goes on, let alone restrict
meovemant within Owambo. The insur-
gents’ access to most of Owambo's popu-
lation thus ifemaing to a ceonsidsrabls
degres unhindered,

The secuxitv-force organisationzl base
izthe 'skeleton battalion', of which four are
deploved in Sector 10, which has respon-
gibility for Owambao and the adjacent
Eaokoland. The ‘skeleton’ of headouarters
and administrative staff 15 made ap of PF
persennel on tours of two 1o thres vears
and some NSM posted to the operational
area for the bulls of their national service.
Combat elements of the battalions vary in
strength and compeosition accerding to the
gituation, with the rainy season, for in-
stance, bringing conziderable reinforce-
ment. The batialion areas aze bioken up
inte company areas coversd by opera-
tions from permanent cormpany basas., Om
occaszion, companies will not move into a
permanent base, but will remain mobile
throughout their tour.

The necessary infantry companies,
armourad car sgoadrons, engineers and
other elements are drawn from the train-
ing units in 3A and frem the CF and
Commandes. The NSM from the training
units nsually serve several fownr-month
tours during their national service. CF and
Commando personnel can be called up
for three-month tours every second year.
They usually underge refresher training in
southern Owarrbo before assigrament to a

Felow: Bpocial Cotstalles receive initial small arms
waining. They are mostly employed proteeting
gowvermrnent installations or pecple believed to be
undger threat.
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battalion. Companies are also drawn from
the standing hattalions and the CF units of
the 5WATF; these make up an increasing
proportion of the total force. Individual
officers and NCOs from the ©F and Com-
mandos are also called np to fill staff and
specialist posts from time to tite.

The police, who mitially bore the brunt
of the insurgency, are stll active in the
counterinsurgency tole, along with nor-
mal police tasks in the operational area.
They have tlize different elements in-
valvad in the fighting: the normal police
OB unitz, a guard force and the special
unit knowm az Ops K or Koevoet, COIN
units operate much like army rifle com-
panies and platoons, with responsibility

for a specific sector, and are made up of
hoth 5% A and 5A police — regulars and
resorvists — serving short towrs of duty in
the operationzl area.

A fourth element is nvalved in connter-
insurgency opsrations against any nsur-
gents who succesd in penetrating through
the Operational Arvea, This is the 8WA
Folice Task Force, headouartered in
Windhoel, which has ssveral groups
deployed to different parts of nothern
SWA belaw the Red Line. It is also re-
sponsible for mesting any insurgents who
might come through Botswana and for
reacting to mcidents of uwrban terrorism
Its groups operate according to much the
gsame tactical principles as those of Ops K.
Like the Ops K groups, they are com-
prised of a mix of regular police and
special constable volunteers,

Cuard-force personnel are recruited

locally — alss in the Kaokoland, Kavango
and Caprivi — and employed specifically
for VIP and key-point protection. All
volinteers, the special conatables receive
a basic sight wesks' training at the school
near Ondangwa before being posted out
to guard detachments. Training opens
with parade ground work to build co-
ordination and espn! and moves on via
basic weapons instruction to rural coun-
terinsurgency operations with emphasis
on security tasks. Promotion within the
force is purely on demeonstrated merit;
thexs are no promotion courses as such
Members wishing to join the police force
proper can do so, but must fyst complate
the normal police college training.

The guard detachments vary in size
from a few men to a reinforced platoon,
depending on the level of the perceived
threat and the nature of the target. Simi-
larly, the precautions taken at the varions
protected kraals and installations will vary
from a simple fence to an earth wall with
proper bunkers and emplaced machine
quns. Equipment consists essentially of
light infantry weapons up to the light
machine gun and the G0mrm mortar. Some
mine-resistant vehicles are also issued as
needed. Despite their relatively shoxt
training, the spescial constables have
generally acquitted themselves wel in
action, and no detachment has ever been
overrin or forced to vacate its position,

Ops K is 4 mobile counterinsurgency
urit made up of locally recruited special
constables and NCOz and led by reqular
police officers and NCOs of the SAP o
SWAPOL, It originated in the need to
provide a apeedy reaction te intelligence
gained by the security branch. Controlled
from Oshalati, it has elements stationed in
the Kaokoland and Eavango under local
HO= but ig, in fact, entirely mabile in its




operations, going where intelligence
lzads it. The local knowledge of the
special constables is backed up by the
presence of several former PLAN mem-
bers serving with the imit Operations are
conducted almost exclusively on the basis
of meoming mtelligence, and combat is
carried out when peossible momited in
Casspir APCs. This combination has
proved resoundingly suceessful, and
¥oevoet 15 without doubt the premier uni
available to the security forces for their
intermal operations.

The securty forces’ actual operations,
highly interactive by nature, can still be
bicken down into categories for the
purpose of discussion. A broad outline of
the typical operations follows.

Barder Caontral: While border closure
iz impracticable, as distussed above, the
baorder is regularly patrolled, both on oot
and by vehicle. The intensity of this patrel
activity varies from section to section,
depending upon the terrain, the local
population density, the proximity of likely
targets and the degree of PLAN activity in
the area. Popular crossing areas are addi-
tiomally covered by ambushes and ohaer-
vation posts. The actual border is marked
by a rather dilapidated fence and a 'cut
ling' hulldozed out of the hush. & one-
Idlometer-deep strip immediately sonth of
the border has been evaomated and is
officially a ‘no go’ zone, although this iz not
taken too setiously by either the local
population or the security forces, Any

Above right! Casualfies itom a mining incident lie
heside their wrecked vehicla.

Balow: Arcy patrol passing 2 kraal abandaoned
becanze of drought, The kraal has already boeen
partially stipped for Brewrcod by ceighbours wha
have entirely rémeved the surroanding fenee.

tracles found inthe cut line are followed up
immediately and cntting-off or ambush
measures are initiated Several compara-
ble cut lines have been establizhed inside
Owambo and are similarly handled.
Patrolling: As is the case in most
counterinsurgency campaigns, patrols of
all kinds form the backbone of security-
foroce operations. Apart from those with
specific tasks  such as border and road

patrols — intenzive random patrols are alzo
conducted. These serve both to keep the
security forces visible and to heighiten the
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unease of any nsurgents in the area, whe
canuot effectively predict when or where
they might enceunter a patrol, Fatools are
carried out on foot, on horseback or by
vehicle az dictated by the mission and the
terzain. Most are carried out in platoon or
hali-platoon strength, the armoured cars
almost invariably ecperating only by
woops.

Search and Destroy: Cordon-and-
seaich, sweep, and search-and-destyoy
missicns are generally carried out in
response to intelligence, but may also be
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conducted on suspicion or at Tandem inan
effort to stir any insurgents who may be
present inte movernent which will reveal
them to the security forces, One variation
on this theme are the 'Hawk Ops’, which
are essentially high-speed corden-and-
search operations with helicopters used
to insert the troops and support provided
by spotter aircraft or light helicopters,
Ambushes, Observation and Listen-
ing Posts: Limited in their effectiveness
by the fAat and bushy terrain which does
almost nothing to channel the insurgents’
movements, these are generally em-
ployed only in response to specific infor-
maticn or intelligence, although some are
placed more or less at random.
Roadblocks: These, again, ars em-
ployed both at randem and in response to
infarmation and intelligence; they are also
used as a means of gathering information
and to restrict PLEN's use of vehicles.
Protection Operations: Largely within
the ambit of the police guard unit, these
encompass the protection of key installa-
tioms and individuals: those who have
beenthreatened, whose names have been
found on captured 'hit lists’, or who seem
likely targets for abduction or assassina-
tion, Varicus members of the Owambo
Government and many of the headmen fall
into these categories. Some nstallations
are protected by Army slements,
Operations in Aid of the Chal Power:
Designed to keep the government func-
tioning in the face of sabetage and terro-
rism, these, too, are chiefly protective
operations. Typical examples would in-
clude the protection of roadworks teams,
cattle innoculation parties and school
inspectors, A similar operation is that of

the pension convoys that do the rounds of
pensioners under army escort to pay out
pensions and allowances Railways'
police with Buffels seconded from the
Army provide an escort to the meore im-
portant groups of railways and private
trucks meving goods up to Owambe from
the Tsumek railhead. Ancther aspect,
which falls entirely to the army, lies inthe
sweeping of roads for mines. The main
tarred read is swept every morhing by
engineers on motorcycles, backed up by
a lifting party and an escortin a Buffel. The
more important gravel roads are also
swept on a daily basis, although this is a
rather lengthier process, as a vizual check
does not suffice, Smaller 1oads are sweapt
legs frequently, some only when major
movement is intended or when informa-
tion iz received indicating that mines may
have been laid, Unfortunate thengh this is
for the civilian meotorist, there are simply
too many roads and tracks for all to be
cleared constantly.

e Action Less visible in Owatnbo,
where emphasiz necessarily remains on
directly military tasks, civic-action pro-
grammes form an impoertant part of secu-
rity-forces activity in the operational ares.
While there are some major projects, the
preference is toward providing the
necessary specialist expertizse, heavy
equipment and some of the materials to
enable seli-help projects to get off the
ground, Schoclteachers, agricultural ad-
vigors and medical perzonnel are also
provided where necessary. Civilian
specialists guch as opthalmologists ara
bronght to the area by the SBADT af inter-
vals to provide ifreatment not otherwise
available locally. Tther activities include
vouth camps and an ecology awareness
programme, which it is hoped was begun
early enough to =ave the regicn some of

Above: The sickbay aithe matn 203 Br hase at
Tuurnlowre, 205 Bris moslly engaged in civicaction
vk but alse prosid eelocal secority in the arsa.

the darage that has occurred elsewhere
in the name of progress,

One surprising aspect of counterinsur-
gency operations im Owambe has been
the success enjoyed by armour and the
other mohile slements of the security
forces in what is generally regarded as an
infantryrman's type of war. This may be
due in large part 1o Owambo's flatness and
generally fair going, which grant rmilitary

Below: B Corvey of Balways Foad Transport
Service tankars being escoried by Bufiels on the
main Jehirelo-Ondangars road.




wehicles remarkakble area-covering
ability, This has allowed much of the
coverage to be allocated to armoured car
squadrens, thereby making it possible to
concentrate the infantry effort mors
eifectively, Where such normal vehicles
as armoured cars and APCs are not suit-
able, motoreycles and horse-mounted
infantry have proven quite successiul,
FPerhaps the most astonishing aspect is
that parties of insuwrgents have not infre-
quently been suwrprised by armoured cars
or APCs in the bush. In one case, a patrol
of Elands and Buffels — admittedly coming
from downwing - got to within 100 meters
of a group of 22 msurgents before being
noticed. Once in contact, the armoured
vehicles naturally enjoy the advantages of

massive firepower, protection and mobi-
lity by comparison with their cpponents.
Keeping on the move throeughout a con-
tact, they are also very difficult targets in
the bush for the REPG-T cunners who may
be ameong the nsurgents.

Apart from area patrols, armowred cars
are also employed on sweeps, as CoOHvoy
escorts and in support of cordon-and-
search operations. The three main types
of mine-resistant APC - Buffel Hippo and
Casspir — are similarly emploved in addi-
tion to their transpeort role. & number of
Ratel IC¥s have also been emploved in
Owwarnbo and in operations against msur-
gents wha had penetrated into the Tsumeb
area. While they proved popular for their
weilght and power, which allowed them to
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plow through bush with little difficuliy,
their fully enclosed troop compartment
has not been well received.

Other mobile forces include metor-
cycle elements and mounted infanory, The
former are chiefly employed on read
swesps and as a reaction force and enjoy
considerable maobility in bush that would
seriously harnper other vehicles, Interest-
ingly, they have also found that the sound
of their metorcycles is not a major prob-
lem, as it is apparently muffled and
distorted by the bush. The mounted in-
fantry are more often employed on long
patrols, or patrols far from the nearsst
base in areas whezre vehicle or helicopter
insertion is fslt to be too noisy. Also, they
ara sven more mobile in dense bush than
the motoreycles.

The wvarious mine-resistant vehicles
themselves are an interesting outcomes of
operations in nertherm 5WA The chief
ones presently in use are the Buifel,
Casspir and Hippo APCs and the [0-tonne
Ewevtel truck. All have proved them-
zelves thoroughly. Properly strapped into
one of theze vehicles, the chances of
SUIVIVIDG even a muliple mins detonation
without serious Injury are more than
excellent. There is also a profusion of
ather, lighter vehicles and a number of
mere or less ‘one-cff types. Among these
are the logistic vanants of the Buffel and
Hippo (Zebra), post office trucks with
rmine-resistant cabs, mine-resistant buses
and road graders and others Many of
these vehicles are also used by various
government departiments and by major
contractors working in the operational
area. some of the lighter ones, such as the
Ribbol:, Bhesbok and Rooiliat, are also
avalakble to individuals.

The SAAF operates in support of both
mtermal and external operations, as well
as in the logistics role. Arouably, the most
imperant aircraft are the helicopters,
which are very much maids of all work.
Puras are the chief trooping and casevac
aireraft and are also used for resupply
migsions to patrols. The lighter Alcustte
IlIs are used chiefly for the spotting,
command-and-contel and liaison fune-
tions. Proper cunships are not available, a
lack that hampers operations to some
degree, as does the small nurnber of all
helicopter types. While small arms and
ligght anti-aircraft cuns do present a threat,
the biggest problem for the helicopters iz
that of the ever-present dust, which has
always presented a major maintenance
headache.

Light strike missions and much of the
close air support work during external
operations are generally flown by the
Impala Ml s stationed at the main air-
bases in the operational arsa. Their pilots
are also justly preud of their performance
in the night strike and CAS roles, hoth of
which demand extracrdinary skill in an
aircraft as hasic and devoid of medem
electronics as the Impala. Many of the
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reconnaissance flights used to keep tabs
on PLAN activity it southern Angola have
also been flown by the Impalas. Even
more so than the helicopters, the Impalas
have to operate in the face of intense aix-
defence activity that has included wea-
pons as sophisticated as the SA-0 and 38-
H. They are especially wary of the same
light ant-aircraft guns — chiefly the 23mm
Z1-23.2 — that have also cansed problems
in the ground role.

Major external operations enjoy addi-
tional support in the form of blirages,
Bucrcaneers and Canberras. The Mirages
and, to a legser extant, the Buccaneers, Oy
in both the CAS and strike 1oles while the
Canberras operate as medium-level
bombers. Weapons used include anti-
personel and 450kg high-sxplosive
bombs and rockets. One Buccanser was
instrumental in holding up advancing
enemy armour during the extraetion
phase of the raid on the "Moscow' camp 1in
1978, when it flew a series of durminy runs
after having expended first its anfi-tank
and then its antl-personnel rockets in
various attacks. Some Mirages have alzo
been stationed periodically at Ondangwa
in the air-defence role, when there has
heen reason to expect possible FAPLA ait
activity, The Canberras are also flown on
long-range reconnaissance missions,
usgmally with an escort of Mirages.

The Bosbok is often employed on a
variety of missioms incloding normal army
co-operation, road and power-line patrol,
soout and spotter. It operates routinely
along cut lines, in conjunction with patols,
cordon-and-search, and sweep opera-
tioms; and m reaction to incidents; alss as
artillery spotter and forward air conirol,
the latter two roles chisfly during majox
external operations. Other Bosbok mis-

sions include night spotting: watching for
possible mining activity or vehicle move-
tient on the main road, and in night
airfield secunty using fares and Telstar or
communications relay. The latter opera-
tions are flown both for the SAAT dwing
strike missions and the Army. They are
the least popular missions, as they can last
up to six to seven hours with litile to keep
the pilots interest. Ancther type of mis-
sion resulting from the Bat terrain is that of
oontrolling the mevement of ground
forees in contact and providing navigation
assistance during the longer moves.

The external operations have provided
their fair share of excitermnent for the
Bosholk crews, chiefly in the form of in-
tense anti-aircraft fire from vanons guns
and swith 54-Ts. Cenerally, however, the
Bosholk's agility has kept it out of harm's
way despite its intensive employment,
The Kudu is used chiefly in light-tranzsport
and liaison roles, but alse sees occasional
action in some of the Boshok roles. Just
how intensive this can be was demon-
strated during Operation Protea, when up
to five Boshok were in the air simultane-
ously from first to last light, None was hit
by the air defences. Ome neutralised a
23mm gun that had been helding up the
ground forces by placing its amoke-
marker rockets in the gun pit whils
marking the target for strike aircraft,

The Kudu is heavily uzed for a wide
variety of light transport, liaison and
casevac/medevac roles within the opera-
timtial area. Omn occasion, Kudu are also
used in some of the Bosbolk roles if they
are the most readily available alrcrafi.
Pamphlet drops also figure in their reper-
toire, as do ‘skyshowt’ missions Aown with
powerful public address systems The
latter have been brought to a fine art in

co-operation with Intelligence: it is not
mecommeaen for a group of insurgents to
find some members being addreszed by
narme in the course of a skyshout mission,

0-1305 and C-180z operate recular
wransport flights from the Republic to the
major transit base at Grootfontein and to
such major operaticnal-area bases as
Ondangwa, Ruacana, Rundu and Mpacha.
2-160s and Dakotas ars alsg used oh
regular transport services within the
operational area and between it and
Grootfontein, The DC-4s are generally
geen only with visiting VIPs or visitor
groups, Apart from lagistic support mis-
sions, the ©-1305 are also used to move
most of the roops to and brom the opera-
tional area or Grootfontein in the course of
their rotation.

Late 1983 saw a significant develop-
ment in the then 17-year-old war when
Sonth Africa offered to suzpend opera-
tions into scuthern Angola if the Angolan
Covernment would undertake to prevent
further infiltration Eom there, This offer
met with considerahle suspicion, and its
credihility was not enhanced by a major
vaid ~ Operation fskar - that Tollowed
zoon after. But it finally bore fmit on 16
February 1884 in Lusaka, when South
Bfrica and Angola reached an agreement
based on the original offer, In terms of this
agrearment, those elaments of the security
forces then dominating much of southemm
Angola would be withdrawn as FAPLA
forces re-established their control over
the region. PLAN elements would be
required to withdraw northward and
cease operations from southern Angela
into BWA FAPLA would prevent their
renirn to the border region or passage of
forces through it en route to SWA

Control over this disengagement pro-




cess was delegated to a Joint Monitoring
Cemmission that included both SADE and
FAFPLA officers with several companies of
troops — the SADF drawing its contingent
{rom 32 B Iis Hrat headoguarters was
eztablished at Cuvelai— some 850km north
of the Angola/8WA border — and the JMC
began clearing FLAN elements from the
northernmost section of the region after
the first official meeting (March 1984). As
these operations progressed, the [MC HO
was moved southward, first to Mupa in late
March, then to Evale in mid-April and to
Cmngiva in the first wesk of May, The final
rhase will see TMC headguarters at the
horder post at Oshikango while the re-
maining strip along the border is secured.
Throughout the operation PLAN made
aempts to evade MO patrols and retain
Soltle presence i the area and movement
through it mte SWA. Several of these
mcidentsled to exchanges of fire hetwesn
the PLAN slements and the joint FAPLAS
32 Bn TMC patrols.

While it has started off well and weath-
ered several delays and differences of
opinion, the success of this diplomatic
vanture will depend in the long mm en-
tiwely on whether FAPLA can keep PLAN
elements out of the border regions. Should
it fail, and infiltration on any scale recur,
the security forces will nevitably resume
their patrolling of and raids into the area.
Success would mean that Angola conld
hegin to restore the economy of one of itz
richest regions, which has been shatiered
by the almost continuous opeiations

against PLAN elements since 1978, For

SWA, it would bring the prospect of tly
‘free and fair' elections that much closer,
as SWAPO would be laxgely robhed of the
advantages its terrorsm has brought it
The mere fact of Angola having  despite

the Sowiet influence - demonstrably
turned itz back on SWAPO's carmpaign of
terrorism will alzo hearten peaceful poli-
tigians and gravely damage 3WAPD's
standmg in the eyes of its supporiers.

It is clear that SWAPD has recognised
thiz danger: early in the proceedings it
began a major effort to infiltrate some 800
msurgents inte Owambo with orders to 'go
underground’ untll activated. Underlyving
this operaticn is the concept that these
personnel can be reactivated gradually
aver a long period of time, thereby main-
tainmg a PLAN presence while 8WAPD
leaders seek a way around the Angola
problent In an early attempt to deal with
it, a small group of insurgents enterad
WA through Botswana. However, they
were promptly repulsed and the Bots-
wana authorities have shown themselves
anything but keen to have such an effort
repeated.

With no major infiltration route readily
available, PLAN will face severe difficul-
ties in maintaining even its recent level of
operations. Its remaining hope will then
lie in either Zambia or Zimbabwe allowing
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operations from their territory into the
eastern Caprivi — full circle to the sarly
and meffecmual days pricr to the Poru-
guese collapse, MNeither of those count-
ries, however, is likely to weldome this
prospect, PLAN may thus find iself re-
stricted to limited internzl operations
supported as best possible by evading the
security forces of various neighbouring
CoOUnyies.

Under these circumstances, SWAPC's
best option would be to enter the election
process as dquickly as possible to capi-
talise on the lingering effects of its terrar-
ism. Onee the present atmosphere of fear
has left the northern regions of BW A — and
particularly Owambe - and normal
government services have again become
practical, its influence can cnly hegin to
wane: By the same token it will be very
much in the interests of the peaceful poli-
tical parties to seek to delay elections fox
at least 12 to 18 months, while these deve-
lopments take effect. An election held
after such a cooling-off pericd would
allow the partes to contest purely on the
basis of their political platforms. ;

Aiove: Intelligencs porsehnal searching the badies
of insurgents killed in a contact with anarmenred car

patrol
Below: The patrol waiting for the arrval of the

intelligence grong,




