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“Behold My Servant, Whom I Uphold,
Mine Elect, In Whom My Soul Delighteth”
(Isaiah 42:1)



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

THE EARLY history of Salomone Rossi’s life is somewhat obscure and
has never been fully clarified by research. It is known that he was a descend-
ant of a prominent Jewish family which had been brought to Rome by Titus,

as caplives from Jerusalem.

.ROSSI WAS probably born about 1570, the date given by some

scholars, or even earlier; for he published a collection of nineteen “Can-
zonets” for three voices in 1589. Since it is hardly likely that a boy of 19
would have sufficiently absorbed the complex techniques of counterpoint

as it was then practised, his bitth date may even have been as early as 1564.

FOR MORE THAN forty years (1587 to 1628) he served as court

musician to the Dukes of Mantua (Guglielmo, Vincenzo I and Ferdinando). -

During this time he was composer, singer and violinist at the ducal court.
It was during this period, too, that he published thirteen large works, con-
sisting of Madrigals, Canzonets, Sinfonias and Sonatas. We know that he
was highly regarded by his contemporaries, for he collaborated with

Claudio Monteverdi, then also attached to the Mantuan Court, in the writing

of at least two works: the music dramas “Madalenna” and “L’Idropica.”
Rossi’s sister, the famous singer and actress Madame Furopa, is known to
have appeared in many Monteverdi’s operas. ‘

MUSICALLY, ROSSI'S style inclined to the homophonic reform which
took place about 1600 in Florence. Here the extremely involved contrapuntal
devices then practised, gradually gave way to a simpler vocal style with
harmonic accompaniment. Rossi made an important contribution to the
development of musical form, for he wrote the earliest example of the four
movement tlype of Sonata (published in 1613), a form later perfected by
Vitali and Corelli. His Sonata a Tre, too, was one of the earliest Trio Sonatas
written, perhaps even the very first.

BUT TO OUR especial interest is the fact that Rossi also devoted |

himself to the synagogue, being the first musically well-educated figure to
do so. It is remarkable that in the bigoted atmosphere of the sixteenth
century, a composer who always signed himself Salomoné Rossi Ebreo (The
-Hebrew) could have risen to his important place while yet remaining faithful
to the religious beliefs of his forefathers. o

ROSSI WROTE a collection of thirty-three religious songs to Hebrew -

liturgical tests. These were printed in 1622 under the title HaShirin Asher

LiShlomo (The Songs of Solomon). This is the earliest known published
volume of harmonized Jewish music. The style is almost entirely Italian

Renaissance; but here and there a minor cadence intrudes which distinguishes

. his sacred music from that of his Christian contemporaries. It is from that
collection that the prayers and laudations of this work are taken.

INTRODUCTION

THE IDEA FOR this work grew out of a plan to give a series of
Festival Services at Temple Israel of Lawrence in Suburban New York. The
music of Salomone Rossi, however, presented difficulties. Many of his

liturgical works were written for 5, 6, 7 and 8 part a - cappella choir.

MOREOVER, SOME basic prayer portions of the American ritual, such

- as L'cho Dodi, SK’ma Yisroel, Mi Chomocho, V’shomru, May the Words and

Va-Anachnu, were entirely missing from the totality of Rossi’s synagogal
music which consisted largely of compositions of Psalm texts. On the other

hand, an important nucleus of this Service was to be found in,his settings
of Tov Lhodes, Bor’chu, Hashkivenu and Adon Olom.

THE TASK WAS to find Rossi music that could be molded into our
liturgy, both in spirit and in rhythm. If Rossi’s accentuation of the Hebrew
was not always meticulous by present day standards, one must realize that
he lived in the period between Palestrina and Haendel when the attitude
toward the marriage of music and words had not yet become the exacting
matter that it is today.

IN ADAPTING new texts to Rossi’s music the transcriber has scrupu-
lously tried to avoid any but the most minor musical adjustments. Not one
note of actual music has been changed, only a rhythm here and there has
been altered to fit the text.

FOR EXAMPLE, the problem of reducing an eight part double chorus
like Tov L’hodos to a four part chorus was resolved by giving one chorus to
the Cantor and the organ and keeping the other chorus intact. Thus, the
antiphony of the double chorus remains. The original setting of Hashkiveny,
a five part chorus with two tenor parts, was transformed into a four part
chorus by giving one tenor part to the organ. Sh’ma Yisroel was taken from
Rossi’s Musaf Kedusha. Yism'chu was suggested by part of his setting of
the 67th Psalm which centered around the phrase Yism’chu Viran’nu. L'cho
Dodi was adapted from the music of an eight part Adon Olom; since both
have the same poetic meter, practically no rhythmic adjustment was needed.

IT IS THE HOPE of the transcriber that his effort to preserve the basic
character of Rossi’s music will find favor in the eyes of our synagogue musi-
cians. Any re-harmonizing or *beautifying” of Rossi has been consistently
avoided. The changes have been limited to re-arranging the music in such
fashion that it can be presented by the musical forces found in the average
Americah synagogue,—Cantor, tour part choir and organ.
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TRANSCONTINENTAL MUSIC SERIES

[ NEW LISTINGS -1970-1971

Catalag No. Title Text* Compoger Price
a) SYNAQGOGUE SERVICES :
TCL 262 SIMCHAT SHABBAT (Sabbath Eve Service) ..............civuuns Joseph Myerov ......0ua 4.00
TCI. 268 SHABBAT M'NUCHAH (Sabbath EVe SEIVICE vavererrrerrnnrannns Max Helfman ........... 4,50
--published posthumously)
TCL 341 T'FILAT SHEL Y'LADIM (Sabbath Eve Service for ............. Benjamin Siegel ..,...... 2,50
Cantox, Children's Choir & Congregation)
TCL 761 L'CHU N'RAN'NOH (Sabbath Eve Service in Chassidic style) .... Benjamin Siegel ........ 3.00
TCL 762 CHASSIDIC SABBATH EVE SERVICE ....vuiveirnrnaroeeiinnses Edgar Mills ............ 3.00
. TCL 866 SHABBAT NUSACH S'FARD (Sabbath Eve Service) ...covvvvn..n. Emanuel Rosenberg ..... 3.50
TCL 871 CHASSIDIC SABBATH MORNING SERVICE .........c0cuvvinnn.. Edgar Mills ............ 4.00
TCL 789 FIVE OPENING ANTHEMS .0 iivreireinnancncsnrarcarsnrnes Herbert Fromm ........ . 2,50
: b} CANTATAS
TCL 344 JERUSALEM (For Scprano, Tenor, Baritone solos & mixed choir).. Maurice Goldman ....... 3.00
TCL 373 THE CABALISTS (based on the story by Isaac Leib Peretz ...... Reuven Kosakoff ........ 2.50
. for Tenor, Baritone, Male choir & Piano or Organ)
TCL 728 KALEIDOSCOPE OF PSALMS in Six Moods (for solo voice, ...... Reuven Kosakoff ........ 3.00
: narrator, chorus and piano)
¢} OPERA
TCL 900 OUT OF THE DESERT (an Opera in Two ACES) vuvvenenniinnin.. Julius Chajes vvveuennns 10..00
d} SINGLE NUMBERS
TCL 208 COME AND DANCE WITH ME {Hora) cuvevrvennrnnnenrn- e. Julius Chajes ......vvun .40
TCL 371 IN THE BEGINNING (For Baritone & Women's voices) ...... e. Reuven Kosakoff ........ .75
TCL 611 ENTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE ............ P e. Maurice Goldman ....... .60
-(Soprano Solo & Mixed Chorus)
TCL 614 PSALM 47 (Mixed ChOTUS) «v v veireerveerrrnnccscnonsanns e. Ludwig Alunan ......... .50
TCL 6I8 PSALM XXX (Alto solo, Cheir, 2 Trumpets, Shofar & Orga.n). .~ e, Herman Berlinski ....... .75
TCIL, 627 SIX INFINITE CANONS ............ b eaearearanaaaas e. MaxHelfman ......... . .35 ‘
TCL 630 LET THE WORD GO FORTH (Words by John F. Kennedy).... e. Maurice Goldman ....... .50 ;
TCL 635 PRAISEDBE THOU, O LORD 4. .cvviveeneiinrannnnnnnnan . e. JeanBerger ............ .60
TCL 670 MIZ'MOR SHIRU LADONAI (Psalm 98) v vcvrevrarnrnnnnnnns h. - Stephen Richards ....... . .40
TCL 671 HYMN OF PRAISE (Psalm 117) +uuovouiinieniininnnnnna . e, Maurice Goldman ....... .60
TCL 149 CONFIRMATION PRAYER +.vuurncvnnnenrrnieenionnranns e. Charles Davidson ....... .25
e} FOR VOICE AND ORGAN OR PIANO
W] 438 ELMOLE RACHAMIM ...\ iivvennnionrnconnsnrrnransas h Morris Barash .......... 1.00
W] 442 SEVEN PRAYERS (medium), . vovveiivrencnnnnriraeenns h. e Herbert Fromm «..v.-.. 2.50
W] 445 ANA DODI (From the Song of SOngS) +-usvavsiinnaranans h Max Helfman .......... . .B5
W] 446 R'TZE (Sabbath Chamt) «.vvvereerernreosaaraeicrroncn- h. MaxHelfman ........... 1.00
W] 449 MAGEN AVQOT (Sabbath Chant) .......c.vceivnrarrionnnn h, Emanuel Barkan :....... .75
TV 545 3 SACRED SONGS (Medium Volce with.Cello & Piano) .... h.e. Gershon Kingsley ....... 2.75
TV 549 THE VOICE OF MY BELOVED((Song of Songs)..{high) .... e Max Helfman .v.eueverens 1.00
TV 578 PSALM 137 (By the Waters of Babylon)..(high) .eeseveunnn. e Stephen Richards ....... 1.00
TV 550 MAY THE WORDS (Sopranc or Tenor) .o..cvevirases S - Max Helfman ....oecvven .60
SP . 30 WEHEAR YOU, ISRAEL .susuv... B ameacaaanraeeanas e Herb Miller ............ 95
o f) ORGAN
TI 191 TWO FESTIVE MARCHES ..,....... esnaan Pirataasaasaraean Temple Painter +....000. 1.25
TI 192 MEDITATION tuuuuiiuninnnansnnernannnennranseens GervarrEsaea Michael Horvit ........ . 1.00
TI 197 SINFONIA ....cvvennnnnn e treaarsasesanarsrar e ey Rossi - Sinzheimer ..... 2.00
' g) ONR E NTA L ‘
From OUT OF THE DESERT .sv.vvvvrenan. cersaanen rreemramaaanaarean Julius Chajes
Sun is the Desert's Ruler Full Orchestra
" - Prince of the Desert
Israeli Shepherd Song
Horxa
' Language indicated we follows: e-English, h-Hebrew, y-tiddish

TRANSCONTINENTAL MUSIC PUBLICATIONS
1674 BROADWAY (at 52nd Street)
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019




