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FOREWORD

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

What a wonderful message was delivered by the Prophet Isaiah
many years ago. This is the theme brought out in my new
Christmas musical, PRINCE OF PEACE.: the fact that Jesus was
born on that holy night some 2,000 years ago. It is this same Jesus
who will return to earth someday—this time not as a baby in a
manger, but as the mighty Prince of Peace. But until He comes
again and establishes peace, another kind of peace is available to
those who put their trust in Him: peace of mind and heart.

With the onslaught of nativity scenes in stores and homes
around the Christmas season, it is hard to imagine Mary and
Joseph as real, living pecple with feelings and emotions similar to
those we have, It seems to go unnoticed that these were two young
people in love and engaged to be married. Joseph, thinking he was
betrayed by Mary, had to make what was probably the biggest
decision of his life: should he leave her to be scorned by those
around her or trust the angel Gabriel's words? His faith and his
heart won out and he became a guardian of God’s only Son.

Following the opening theme, this work presents a simple love
song from Joseph to Mary, telling of his thoughts and emotions
surrounding his encounter with the angel and his decision to take
Mary as his wife. “Joseph’s Song” is followed by a duet between
Mary and Joseph as a commitment to each other. PRINCE OF
PEACE also includes a tender (and surprising) setting of Isaiah 9:6;
a beautifully orchestrated lullaby; a “Glory to God’' chorus that is
sure to get every foot tapping; a wise men theme direct from Italy,
and a song of rejoicing depicting the joy and excitement the wise
men felt as they left the manger to tell the world the Messiah had
come. '

The PRINCE OF PEACE theme and my reason for writing this
musical is brought into focus toward the end of the work. It is here
that a gentle plea for commitment is expressed: hopefully, one that
will stir every heart and cause your performances to minister to all
that hear.

The desire of both Bob Krogstad and myself, and all here at
Good Life Publications, is to assist your church music program in
affecting lives to the glory of God. We trust that you will prayerful-
ly rehearse, and then share, PRINCE OF PEACE this Christmas

season in your most important choir presentation.

A S

Rodger Strader
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Prince of Peace
1. Opening

RODGER STRADER
Arr. by Bob Krogstad
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2. Joseph’s Song |

*NARRATOR: Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spitit. And

/

RODGER STRADER
Arr. by Bob Krogstad

Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put
her away secretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife;
for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a Son; and
you will call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” And Joseph
arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. (Matt. 1:18-21, 24a/

NAS)
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J. Together -

*NARRATOR: Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be ful-
filied, saying, ““Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shail call
His name Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” (Matt, 1:22, 23/NAS)
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lsaiah 9:6 (KjV)

4. Isaiah 9Q:6

RODGER STRADER and BOB KROGSTAD

Arr. by Bob Krogstad

*NARRATOR: About this time, Caesar Angustus, the Roman Emperor, decreed that a census should be
taken throughout the nation. Everyone was required to return to his ancesttal home for this
registration. And because Joseph was a member of the royal line, he had to go to Bethlehem
in Judea, King David’s ancient home, journeying there from the Galilean village of Nazareth.
And he took Mary with him, who was obviously pregnant by this time. While they were there,
the time came for her baby to be born;and she gave birth to her first child,a son. (Luke 2:1-
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as in her arms, she held the Savior of the world—God’s

b. Glory to God! 35

RODGER STRADER
Arr. by Bob Krogstad

NARRATOR: (No music) That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their
flock of sheep. 3k (Music begins) Suddenly an angel appeared among them, and the Iand-
scape shone bright with the glory of the Lord. (Luke 2:8, 9b/LB)
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is for everyone! ‘The Savior — yes, the Messiah, the Lord — has been born tonight in Bethle-
hem! How will you know Him? You will find a baby wrapped in a blanket,lying in a manger.”
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* 7. Eastern Wise Men

R. S. RODGER STRADER

Arr. by Bob Krogstad

*NARRATOR: The shepherds returned to their fields and flocks, praising God for the visit of the angels.
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They told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this
child. All who heard the shepherds’ story expressed astonishment, but Mary guietly trea-
sured these things in her heart, and often thought about them. (Luke 2:17-20/LB)
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*NARRATOR: Following the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, some wise men arrived in Jerusalem, asking,
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come to worship Him.” (Matt. 2:1b-2/LB)
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R. S.

Q. There Is Peace

RODGER STRADER
Arr, by Bob Krogstad

*NARRATOR: Yes, the wise men returned to their homes with great joy knowing that they had found the

King who would someday rule . .. and rule over a world at peace. That’s the promise of the
Chrisimas story. But until the Prince of Peace reigns, another kind of peace is available to all
who now trost Him. Remember His words: “I am leaving you with a gift - - peace of mind
and heart! And the peace I give isn’t fragile like the peace the world gives. So don’t be
troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27/LB)
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*Wonderful Peace --- Text: W. D. Comell; Music: W. G. Cooper
{Arr. by Bob Krogstad)
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R. S.

>kNARRATOR Do you have this peace? Do you know the Prince of Peace? Does Christmas have a signifi-
cance for you beyond toys and tinsel? If not, I invite you to believe as did the shepherds and
. believe and receive Jesus as your own Lord and Savior, For as the scrip-
ture says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name!” (John 1:12/NAS)

wise men of old .

Slowly, expressively

gt

10. Finale

RODGER STRADER
Arr. by Bob Krogstad
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THE FOLLOWING SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
ARE AVAILABLE TO ENHANCE YOUR PERFORM-
ANCE OF THE SELECTIONS INCLUDED IN
PRINCE OF -PEACE:

Stereo Record GLP-318
Stereo Cassette GLC-318
Stereo 8-Track GLT-318

Open reel Accompaniment Tape 3018R
(Mono, 7%z i.p.s.)

Cassette Accompaniment Tape  3018T

(Stereo)
Orchestration (complete) 3018K
Brass Parts 3018E
Brass Parts with Score 3018ES

Bulletin Covers (pkg’d in 100’s) 3018B
Drama Script Pkg. of 15 parts 3018A

The scriptural portions of the PRINCE OF PEACE narrations have been
chosen and adapted from the following sources:

NAS — New American Standard Bible
© The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972,
1973, 1975

LB — The Living Bible
Copyright © 1971 by Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187,
All rights reserved.




